
Life of Christ 5

The Baptism and Temptation of Christ



Principles of Bible Study

ÅTo whom was the book written?

ÅWhat was the purpose of the book?

ÅWhat is the general theme of the book?

ÅWhat is the bookôs relationship to the 
other books of the Bible?



The Book of Matthew is a 
Transitional book

ÅThe work of John the Baptizer was to 
prepare the way for Christ

ÅThe book of Matthew prepares the passing 
away of Judaism and the beginning of the 
church.

ÅMatthew 3 introduces Christ to the Jew



John the Baptizer

ÅJohn was baptizing people in the Jordan 
River.

ÅIt is a common practice and teaching that 
men are baptized because they are 
already saved from sin.

ÅBible teaches baptism for the remission of 
sins Acts 2:38



Why was Christ baptized?

ÅNot for remission of sins (Hebrews 4:15)

ÅNot to set an example for people as to 
who they should ñfollow Christ in baptismò

ÅThe reason assigned by the Lord was that 
it became him ñto fulfill all righteousness.ò

ÅHow worthy is the emulation of the 
attitude of Jesus to obey the command of 
God



God Confesses Jesus as His Son

ÅGod spoke directly from heaven.

ÅJesus was not baptized to become our 
high priest for he was not of the tribe of 
Levi

ÅTwo classes of people: (1) accept God (2) 
reject Godôs counsel.

ÅBaptism is a dividing line of those who 
either accept God or reject God



Baptism of Jesus prefigured His 
death, burial and resurrection

ÅBaptism by itself has no meaning.

ÅBaptism finds its meaning in the death, 
burial, and resurrection of Jesus (Romans 
6)

ÅThe prophets foretold of His death, burial, 
and resurrection. (I Corinthians 15:1 -4)


