
Deuteronomy Lesson 12  

Chapters 16-18



ÅRemember Israel is on the plains of Moab 

awaiting instructions to enter Canaan.

ÅInstructions will include adjustments 

because prior arrangements of camping 

around the tabernacle during past forty 

years verses inhabiting the Promise Land 

and the distance that each tribe will have 

to the designated place of worship. 



There will be three annual feasts 

that required the Israelites to go to 

Jerusalem.
ÅPassover ïRepresents the origin of the nation 

and their relationship to God, it is the 
background of the Lord Supper

ÅPentecost ïFeast reminds them that they 
received their sustenance from God.

ÅTabernacle ïFeast to remind them that God led 
them through the wilderness

ÅAt all three feasts, they were to bring a gift to 
God 



Attitude toward                    

giving
ÅDeuteronomy 16:10, 16,17

ÅTribute of a freewill offering.                         
When they get into the land of Canaan they 
were to give a proportion of what God had given 
them and measured by their appreciation of 
Godôs blessing. 

ÅI Corinthians 16:2; II Corinthians 8 and 9

ÅIôm going to see what you will do when you are 
left to yourself.  What kind of character are you 
developing?



ÅIf the Lord had specified the amount of our 
contribution then we could give it and be selfish 
while we are doing it. Since He has left it to be 
determined in our mind then it becomes a 
revelation of our heart

ÅTherefore, when I give and it is not a liberal gift, 
then it becomes a revelation of a selfish heart.  
Giving is designed by God to develop character.  

ÅOur service to God becomes a revelation of our 
heart.

ÅGiving becomes an opportunity                            
for us to see ourselves.  How do                      
we decide what to give?



Deuteronomy 16:14

ÅLook at all the people who are        

included in the Feast of Tabernacle.

ÅThey were not allowed to enjoy this feast 

without the presence of others

ÅWhen we see God, the attitude it creates 

in our hearts causes us to want to share it 

with others.



Deuteronomy 16:18-20

ÅImportance of Justice

ÅDecisions are to be made fairly. No                

one is to receive a bribe.  

ÅNothing is to be allowed to blind the eyes to 

justice.  

ÅThey were to follow justice.  The character of 

God is just and his dealings with man are just 

(Romans 3:25-26)  The whole scheme of 

redemption is built on this principle



Chapter 17:1

ÅThe sacrifice was to be without blemish.      
What they give was to represent the              
very best, thus a type of Christ.  

ÅThe whole scheme falls if they could offer a 
blemish sacrifice.  Thus, it would not have 
required a perfect sacrifice in Christ.

ÅThroughout their history it was to be the case.  In 
Malachi 1 they brought the lame, blind, and 
blemished.  They wouldnôt have offered that to 
the king but they tried to give it to God. 



Deuteronomy 17:2,3

ÅWarns against serving other gods, sun,      
moon, stars, etc.  

ÅThere is order and design in the God of creation 
and worship.

ÅDesign indicates a designer.

ÅThat is the reason that those without revelation 
turn to worship things they could see (sun, moon 
and stars.)  

ÅAll acceptable religion is based on revelation.  

ÅIf anyone can please God without revelation, 
then why do we need it?  



Deuteronomy 17:4-7

ÅWe hear things all the time.  

ÅSee how important it was to make                 
sure that what they had heard was                
true! Make sure it is not a mistake.

ÅIdolatry brought the penalty of death. It was 
treason to God. Be careful, think a long time 
before you bring a person before the gate.  

ÅIt is important to protect oneôs reputation. It 
especially carries a tremendous responsibility 
today before we destroy oneôs reputation or 
write them up in a brotherhood paper.  



Deuteronomy 17:8-11

ÅWhen they arrive in Canaan, they will not 
be sinless.

ÅProblems will arise and thus a need to be 
able to settle those problems will be 
necessary.  Thus the priest and the judge 
were to teach and inform. 

ÅThe only authority they had was to apply 
the word of God.  What does the Bible 
say?



Deuteronomy 17:12

ÅHere is the background of     

presumptuous sin.  

ÅOne sins and the priest gives the verdict. 

ÅThe sinner says I do not accept the 

verdict. He places his own will above the 

will of God.

ÅIt is a sin of the high hand.  



Deuteronomy 17:14ff

ÅFollowing the discussion of presumptuous 

sin is that when they arrive in Canaan they 

will ask to have a king like                      

the nations around them.  

ÅThis is a prophecy of them                

asking for a king. 

ÅThe book of Judges reveals that Saul 

wasnôt their first king. 



ÅIt was not Godôs intention for them to have an 
earthly, political king. Israel was                         
to be a theocracy yet they                          
wanted to be a political nation.

ÅHere is a prophetic statement of God         
saying they will want a king so he lays down the 
requirements they are to follow.

ÅFirst, they were not to choose a stranger.  
(Warnings against making alliances in Isaiah 30)

ÅSecond, they were not to multiply horses or 
allow people to return to Egypt. (Solomon)

ÅThird, the king did not have right to legislate but 
only enforce what Godôs word says. 



ÅThe strength of Israel when                  

they arrived in Canaan was                      

to be found in their spiritual              

qualities in relationship to God.  

ÅThe reason the world is in such a turmoil 

today is because of its rejection of the 

spiritual qualities (America,          

Individual, church, home)



Deuteronomy 18

ÅChapters 17,18 discuss the subjects of the 

priest, king, and the prophet.  The New 

Testament present Christ as prophet, 

priest and king.  

ÅVerse 9 discusses the difference between 

the false prophet and the true prophet.

ÅñThou shalt learn not to doéò

ÅIt is significant that they do not learn what 

they were practicing.  



Warnings against Divination

ÅThey were not to learn it after                           
the people of Canaan.

ÅIn Acts, you read about them                            
burning books of divination                              
and witchcraft.  

ÅPeople who not have a revelation from God can 
not rest without peering into the future in some 
way or in the invisible.

ÅTake tomorrow, it hasnôt come, it is invisible, 
canôt see it, nor next month, next year, it is 
invisible.



Only God knows the future

ÅGod reveals only such things as man needs                   
to know.  God does not reveal all things.  

ÅGod reveals His will to us and when we live        
according to His will we walk by FAITH.

ÅThus we trust God which is one element of faith. 
Hebrews 11:1 ñthings not seenò we must depend on 
revelation.

ÅThis brings about what we call the occult today.  It is the 
attempt by witchcraft, satanic occults to develop the 
desires of man to have something solid upon which to 
base his life because of the seeming uncertain future 
and things that lie ahead in his life.



Christians have the Bible

ÅNow we have the Bible to read in order to 

believe and trust that all things are well 

because we trust all things are in his 

hands. We live by faith.  We have peace. 

The eternal God is our refuge. Underneath 

are his everlasting arms.  



How to apply principle when they 

arrive in Canaan
ÅThey will run into to some things and they                    

will be tempted to discover some things from             
what they see.  

ÅRemember they have Godôs revelation. We have the 
Bible.

ÅThe people of Canaan were trying to discover the future, 
discover what they perceived was the mind of ñgodò 

ÅRevelation means unveiling 

ÅMan does not discover what is in the Bible. God in the 
Bible unveils his mind and will.  That is the work of Godôs 
prophet. 



Contrast of false and true prophet

ÅJeremiah 23:16ff

ÅDeuteronomy 18:14 When they go into 

Canaan they will have something they 

didnôt have, prophets who reveal the mind 

and will of God.


