
Deuteronomy Lesson 11

Love Worships God



Chapter 12

ÅWhen we love God we will want to worship God 

according to His will.

ÅThe first eleven chapters of Deuteronomy sets 

forth the ñConstitution of the Lawò the Ten 

Commandments, and the spiritual principles that 

are found in them to motivate us to love and 

serve God;.

ÅBeginning in chapter 12 these principles will be 

applied by Moses in his second discourse.



Deuteronomy 12:1

ÅThese are the statutes and judgments, 
which ye shall observe to do in the land, 
which the LORD God of thy fathers giveth 
thee to possess it, all the days that ye live 
upon the earth.

ÅThe first of these principles applied will be 
to love God means to worship God.

ÅThere is a difference between false 
worship and true worship.



Warning against False Worship

ÅWhen they enter the land they will have the law and it 
will be important for them to read and study it and 
thus live by it.

ÅThey could not set it aside and                            
ignore it.

ÅThat is the very reason why                               
Canaan is being taking away from                             
the Canaanites. 

ÅñHigh placesò ïsuperstition that if they go into the 
mountains they would be closer to God.  Is there a 
place today we feel closer to God?

ÅJohn 4:22-24



Deuteronomy 12:5-7

ÅRemember God designated the place of worship 
and later on when the land is divided and they 
live some distance to Jerusalem then the three 
annual feast will bring all Israel back to the place 
of worship and fellowship.

ÅWorship provides fellowship because we are 
social beings and it contributes to our well being.  

ÅWorship is a means of building and molding 
fellowship with God and one another.

ÅHow can we obey commands to maintain unity if 
we do not have fellowship with one another in 
the public assembly? 



ÅWorship promotes unity and purity.  All of 
Israel were to come to the same place and 
fellowship with one another.  

ÅThink of it, each tribe had their own 
designated piece of land and could have 
easily remained divided and isolated 
unless they came together for worship and 
fellowship.  

ÅSo it is in our worship. ïLordôs Supper



ÅThis shows while during the year as they 
worshiped at home it was not to become a 
substitute for their feasts, fellowship and 
worship in Jerusalem. 

ÅGod selected the place.

ÅWe could worship at home but                    
it is never to replace the assembly            
or become a substitute for fellowship     
and worship.

ÅActs 20:7; I Corinthians 16:2;                      
I Corinthians 11



Deuteronomy 11:7,12

ÅIn their worship at the place designated by 
God there was to be rejoicing before God.

ÅTrue there should be reverence in worship but 
there must be rejoicing also. 

ÅIt is an occasion to think about all that God 
has done and thus it creates happy hearts.

ÅThink about the people today outside of 
worship who have no knowledge of God and 
the problems they face and the confusion it 
brings. 



Deuteronomy 12:21

ÅWhen they get into Canaan there will be some 
adjustments made about eating certain things.

ÅBecause of the distance to place of worship there are 
some adjustments made about certain sacrifices.  

ÅThat is the difference in some commands in Exodus and 
Leviticus and those in Deuteronomy.

ÅWhile in the wilderness they could bring their sacrifices 
to the door of the tabernacle but in Canaan the distance 
allowed some adjustments.

ÅAlso it had to do with avoiding things practiced with 
idolatry in Canaan.



Deuteronomy 12:29-30

ÅThey were to destroy all evidence of 

idolatrous worship.

ÅHuman nature is curious ïthey would see 

the idols and begin to ask questions. How 

did this work? How were they blessed? 

What did he do with it? What is the value 

of it?

ÅThus God warned against idols



ÅWe sometimes become dissatisfied with 

simple New Testament worship and wonder 

what other things are like. 

ÅWe begin to look for something                  

new and thus drift away with one    

experience and then another.

ÅWe must realize that worship is spiritual and it 

involves faith, our faith must be exercised in 

order to worship God who is Spirit.



Chapter 13

ÅThere is a danger of false worship by false 

teachers.

ÅCan a false prophet perform miracles?

ÅIf true then one of the ways to separate false 

teaching from truth would be lost!

ÅTruth was confirmed by miracles (Hebrews 2; I 

Corinthians 11, 12)

ÅTeaching must harmonize with divine revelation

ÅOne test of our love for God is, do we love truth?



ÅPeople who love God will want to examine what 
is taught and methods used to make sure it is 
what is taught by God.

ÅThis perhaps is the background of John 10.

ÅJesus said ñMy sheep hear my voiceò

ÅThe man who hears the voice of the Lord will 
examine what is said to see if it is what the Bible 
teaches and if not refuse to hear it as coming 
from a false teacher.

ÅWho are the Lordôs sheep? Those who love him 
and hear his voice.



Deuteronomy 13:6-8
ÅThere is the danger of fleshly                          

ties leading them astray.  

ÅVerse 13 to the undisciplined man there is the 
danger of allowing anyone to come and lead him 
astray.

ÅThey were to destroy them that taught a false 
way and all in the town.



Deuteronomy 14

ÅLoving God has an effect and impact on 

our life and conduct. We are to apply the 

principles to our lives as we learn and 

worship God.

ÅVerse 1 Godôs children do not act and live 

like others do.  

ÅThey do not cut themselves a practice 

associated with idol worship and in death.



Death

ÅGodôs children do not look at death as those of 

the world.

ÅThe pagan world viewed death in such a fatal 

and morbid way.  

ÅGodôs people have a whole different out look.

ÅI Thessalonians 4:8-14

ÅA Christian who has died has shed his last tear, 

experienced his last pain and sorrow.   



ÅInstruction is given concerning clean and 

unclean.  

ÅThis is to help them maintain their 

distinction.  They were not to associated 

with pagans involved in idolatrous worship 

especially with food connected to idolatry 

worship.



Deuteronomy 14:21

ÅYe shall not eat of any thing that dieth of itself: 

thou shalt give it unto the stranger that is in thy 

gates, that he may eat it; or thou mayest sell it 

unto an alien: for thou art an holy people unto 

the LORD thy God. Thou shalt not seethe a kid 

in his mother's milk.

ÅHere is a regulation that is to control an Israelite 

that he could not eat anything that dies of itself.



ÅThou shalt give it unto the stranger                              
that is inside the gate.

ÅThere were two kinds of proselytes               
under Judaism.

ÅA full proselyte was circumcised and               
lost all Gentile identity.  That is not                   
the man he is talking about here.

ÅThen there is the proselyte of the                   
gate or stranger within the gate. He remains 
uncircumcised retains his Gentile identity but 
could receive part to the blessings that the Jew 
received.

ÅNote that this man is to be distinguished 
between pagan Gentiles and those who believe 
in God.



ÅJew could not eat meat that dies of itself

ÅHe could give it to the stranger who is 

within the gate ïproselyte who still had 

Gentile identity.

ÅTo the pagan,                                           

he could sell it.


